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RUMORS OF WAR_IN MANCHURIA 





HE actual course of events in north- 

ern Manchuria remains shrouded in 
mystery, owing largely to the strict cen- 
sorship exercised by the Nationalist 
government in China. The official state- 
ments issued by Russia and China are not 
only contradictory in substance, but do 
not always correspond with the meager 
information contained in press dispatches. 


During the week July 22-29, M. Melni- 
koff, Soviet Consul-General at Harbin, and 
Tsai Yun-sheng, Manchurian Commis- 
sioner for Foreign Affairs, held informal 
conversations at Manchuli for the pur- 
pose of discussing the terms of a peaceful 
settlement of the dispute which had re- 
sulted from the seizure of the Chinese 
Eastern Railway by Chinese forces.* The 
Soviet government demanded the fulfill- 
ment of certain conditions prior to the 
summoning of a conference. Chief among 


‘these conditions were the liberation of 


Soviet workers and civil service employees 
held in Manchuria, and the reinstatement 
of the ousted Russian manager of the rail- 
way. Chang Hsueh-liang, Governor of 
Manchuria, agreed to the first of these 
conditions, with the proviso that the lib- 
erated Soviet citizens were to be deported 
to Russia. He omitted any reference, 
however, to the restoration of the status 
quo ante; on the contrary, he proposed 
that the Chinese should remain in control 
of the railway, pending a decision as to 
its future status, which was to be adopted 
at the conference. The Russian press de- 
nounced these terms as “imperialistic.” 
The Nationalist government, which had 
taken no direct part in the negotiations, 
supported the stand taken by Chang 


_ 
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Hsueh-liang, and declared that the con- 
ference should take place unconditionally. 


The failure of Sino-Soviet negotia- 
tions increased the state of tension which 
has prevailed along the northern border 
of Manchuria since the seizure of the Chi- 
nese Eastern Railway. Russian troops 
were reported on August 16 to have at- 
tacked and occupied Dalainor, a coal mine 
station on the railway, eighteen miles 
southeast of Manchuli. It was then said 
that China would invoke the aid of other 
States on the ground that Russian raids 
into Manchurian territory constituted a 
violation of the Kellogg Pact. Dr. C. T. 
Wang was quoted as saying that China 
was willing to abide by the terms of the 
pact under all circumstances; “but, if 
Russia invades Chinese territory, China 
is ready to take measures of self-preserva- 
tion.” Simultaneously the Nationalist 
government ordered the mobilization of 
Chinese troops in Manchuria. 


The Soviet government denied on 
August 17 that it had taken the offensive, 
and declared that Russian frontier posts 
had merely repelled the attacks made on 
them by White Guards and Chinese 
forces. It added: “The Chinese dissemi- 
nate lying reports that the initiative in 
the skirmishes was taken by us. Thus 
they try to screen their own attacks.” 


On August 18 it was reported that the 
Nationalist government viewed “the Sino- 
Russian crisis as increasingly serious,” 
and that General Ho Chen-chun, personal 
representative of Chiang Kai-shek, Presi- 
dent of China and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Nationalist Army, was proceeding 
to Mukden from Peiping (Peking), with 
orders to assume command of the entire 
























































military forces in Manchuria after con- 
ferring with Chang Hsueh-liang. 

It is as yet impossible to say whether 
the alarums and excursions which have 
been taking place in northern Manchuria 
since July 29 are the prelude to war in 
the Far East, or merely bluff on the part 
of Russia and China. The danger created 
by guerrilla warfare along the border 
must not, however, be overlooked. The 
slightest incident, under the circum- 
stances, may set going a train of events 
which both governments may as yet be 
far from wishing to face. In the mean- 
time, the failure of direct negotiations, the 
only method of peaceful settlement which 
formerly seemed acceptable to the two 
countries, leaves the dispute practically 
where it was on July 22. V. A. M. 


The Race Problem in Palestine 


IR JOHN CHANCELLOR was happy 
‘J to be able to say in his verbal report 
to the Permanent Mandates Commission 
of the League last month that Arabs in 
Palestine, who had always been hostile to 
the creation of a Jewish National Home 
in their midst and who had shown little 
desire to cooperate with the British man- 
datory authorities, seemed now to have 
changed their attitude to some extent. 
But the occurrences of the last ten days 
in Jerusalem are a dry comment on the 
tew High Commissioner’s optimism. If 
press reports are to be believed, a mob 
consisting of over a thousand Arabs in- 
vaded the Wailing Wall area on August 
16, burnt Hebrew books and papers used 
at Jewish services, broke lamps, destroyed 
other properties they found and beat and 
seriously injured the Jewish caretaker. 
Since then several clashes have occurred 
between Jews and Arabs both in Jerusa- 
lem and in other localities, and feeling is 
at fever heat. 

On the day preceding this latest affair, 
ten thousand Jews are said to have par- 
ticipated in services at the Wailing Wall 
in commemoration of the destruction of 
the Temple. Certain elements of the Arab 
population chose to regard the size and 
fervor of the congregations as a chal- 
lenge, since they indicated a growing 
strength on the part of the Jewish popu- 
lation. The Arabs were angered, more- 
over, because Jews had not ceased to pro- 
test against the granting of an official 
permit to the Moslem community to con- 
duct building operations in the area ad- 
joining the Wailing Wall—an area which 
is Moslem property, but in which the Jews 
do not wish to see any enlargement of 
existing Moslem privileges. And finally 
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the extremists among them wished Sir 
John Chancellor to realize the intensity of 
their resentment at his statement in 
Geneva that Palestine was not yet ready 
for self-government. What they them- 
selves wanted was a Representative As- 
sembly for Palestine in which the Arab 
majority would far outweigh the Jewish 
minority. 


The cherishing of grudges on these 
three counts explains the things which 
happened on the eve of the Prophet Mo- 
hammed’s birthday when the mob poured 
out from the Mosque of Omar through the 
new door leading out to the Wailing Wal! 
—a door constructed since the granting 
of the notorious building permit—and 
created the disorders already referred to. 
The affair was due quite as much to po- 
litical as to religious causes. Each repe- 
tition of such incidents augments the 
ranks of extremists, whether Jews or 
Arabs; but none of them so far have 
seemed to have had any immediate prac- 
tical result in furthering the political aims 
of the groups responsible for the dis- 
orders. 


ne position of Jews in Palestine has 
been greatly strengthened, however, by 
the completion of the long-expected agree- 
ment between Zionists and non-Zionists 
for cooperation in the upbuilding of Jew- 
ish colonization in that country. The Six- 
teenth Zionist Biennial Congress at Zurich 
on August 8 adopted a constitution for an 
enlarged Jewish Agency, to be composed 
of Zionists and non-Zionists, whose func- 
tion will be two-fold: to cooperate with the 
British authorities in economic, social and 
other matters affecting the establishment 
of the Jewish National Home, and to pro- 
mote the interests of the Jewish popula- 
tion in Palestine. Six days later, on Au- 
gust 14, the enlarged Jewish Agency came 
into existence. The resources of non- 
Zionist Jews in various parts of the world 
and their active interest in the problems 
of Jewish colonization and settlement in 
the mandated territory are thus thrown 
into the balance along with the continuing 
interest of Zionist groups, to counteract 
the discouraging effects of the three years’ 
depression in Palestine, which has made 
the lot of the Jewish immigrant a difficult 
one. The prestige of the enlarged Jewish 
Agency will be greatly enhanced if it will 
lend its active support to the plans now 
under consideration by the British author- 
ities for encouraging settlement of the 
Wailing Wall problem by direct negotia- 
tions between the competent Moslem and 
Jewish bodies. E. P. M. 


